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The Assignment:	
ALL English II Pre-AP (this includes PAP/GT/Humanities) students are required to read and 
annotate three (3) short works - one poem, one informational piece, and one short story.  The 
same poem and informational piece will be read by everyone.  However, students will have their 
choice of short story.   	
The poem, informational piece, and short stories are in PDF format and can be found on the 
FMHS website at https://www.lisd.net/Domain/64 
 

o Poem – “The Gathering Place” by Amanda Gorman - REQUIRED 
o Informational – “The Perils of Indifference” by Elie Weisel - REQUIRED 
o Short Stories – CHOOSE ONE!  

§ “The Welcome Table” by Alice Walker 
§ “A Very Old Man with Enormous Wings” by Gabriel Garcia Marquez 
§ “The Kid Nobody Could Handle” by Kurt Vonnegut 
§ “On the Sidewalk Bleeding” by Evan Hunter 

 
Choose ONE of the following thematic concepts to trace throughout the texts:	

• Identity / Family 
• Humanity / Dehumanization 
• Equality / Hope  
• Oppression, Discrimination 

 
Annotation Guidelines 	
For annotation of each of the three works, you must trace ONE – the same -- thematic concept 
throughout each piece of literature. The thematic concepts are listed above. Tracing the 
thematic concept means that you will identify where it continues to come up from the beginning 
of the work to the end of the work.  But, it is not enough to merely identify where the thematic 
concept is being brought up. Think deeply about the message the writer may be conveying 
about this concept through the many examples you find, and annotate (write in the margins or 
on a sticky note) your thoughts about what the author may be communicating. 	

• It is imperative that you spend the time notating your thoughts. This action on 
your part will help you immensely when it comes time for us to assess your 
annotations during the first few weeks of school.  

• In order to move from summary toward commentary, your annotation should 
include some or all of the following:  

§ Opinion – your perspective, judgment, or appraisal of a work 
§ Interpretation – your explanation of an element of the work that is not 

immediately obvious 
§ Insight – your discussion of the inner nature of a work 
§ Personal Reaction – your personal emotions about a work 
§ Evaluation – your examination and judgment of the value of a work 

	



	
*Your assessment over the three texts will include a writing assignment covering information 
from all three texts, so it is important that you follow these guidelines in order to set yourself up 
nicely for writing. 	
____________________________________________________________________________	
	

Annotation Expectations	
Note: Methods authors use to develop theme include--	

• Direct or indirect characterization 
o What conflicts do the characters face? How do they handle conflicts? 
o What lessons do the characters learn?  
o Do the characters remain static, or are they dynamic?  

• Narration (imagery, details, figurative language, commentary about the character or 
movement of the plot, etc.) 

• Setting (time & place) of a story.  
• Think critically about what you are reading; any attempt to annotate will help you 

understand the text and help you to return to the reading with confidence later.  
A Final Note on Expectations:	

• Please have ALL THREE annotated works with you on the first day of class. 
• Please understand that no other summer project may be substituted for this class. 
• All students must be prepared to complete the summer reading assignment, no matter 

when they enrolled in the class or in school.  
• Getting an early start on the reading is recommended in case you run into problems; 

however, review the literature before the beginning of the school year in order to refresh 
your memory. Spring students will need to seriously revisit the reading over the winter 
break.  
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